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Publishing: Tradé With the Russi

By EDWIN McDOWELL -

NLY a handful of American
publishers will be at the

Moscow International Book

Fair from Sept. 6 to 12.

Many have chosen to boycott the fair
as a way of expressing opposition to
Soviet persecution of writers and art.
ists, but there is actually little reason
:for trade-book publishers —.that is,
publishers of books sold to the public
through bookstores —to attend.* .. - <
"' “The Russians are not much:

_Signa

m"rhekmshm ins usually”pay 25 per- -
ested in buying trade titles;? B}OrT. 5 & ‘amount oo Sigoing up &

NEW YORK TIMES
19 August 1983

eign rights for John Wiley & Sons.
Other - publishers pay royalties
based on the number of books they
sell. The Russians, by contrast, base
their payments on the size of their
press run and the length of the manu-
script. ““They pay so many rubles per
, 8- signature being 16
pages,” said Leo Albert, chairman of
Prentice-Hall’s ' international divi-
sion. He added that Prentice-Hall sus-
pects that the ‘Russians *“‘may have
had additional

|
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| "American publishers "have long :

wondered why the Russians finally
joined the cgpynght convention, after ,
refusing to do so Or years. According
to Martin P. Levin, president of the
Times Mirror ' Book Publishirg

| Group, who consulted State Dx art
ment files and documents releaged”
through the Freedom of Information
‘Act, they did so in order to obtain.ah.
important quid ‘pro ,quo from the:
United States Government — "

“[tax concessions, which enabled the.

Russians to avoid withholding prowi-..
sions of American tax law on pay:*

"} ments due to the Soviet Government

]
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manager of McGtaw-gmjgﬁ}gqmz? ‘book ‘and ‘the vest on publication:But ‘T in'the United States. : = -
rights department, said ‘the other - Mir, one: of a°number ‘of Soviet'book-*1 -~ Mr. Levin also said that Al 5
day. ‘‘They print some of the old clas- publisher;"and .one ‘of the few that® || Solzhenitsyn may have been trying::
sics, but those you don’t have ¢0 pay -/ publishes™$ii*a variety of academic’™! ‘to escape the authority of VAAP when
Toyalties on.” - masra. ot vwgeeds. 3 areas, pays10 percent in advance and*!“in December 1973, before the Sovjet”
.. What the Russians are interested in  the rest on publicatitn In any event, “copyright agency assumed exclusive.,
‘buying is rights to scientific and‘tech-r::-all arext) the Soviet-{ ction of all works of Soviet agX
nological books, -books on englneer-"oopyﬁghtwm,‘wt:ichd& .thors, he allowed the Y.M.C.A. Presg*
ing, computers, . agriculture -and” ducts a-10"percent ‘agent’s commis- | in Paris to publish In Russian “The?
medicine. And since they joined the “* sion on transactions. -+ g L ‘ 3
‘Universal - Copyright Convention in:*:- Intmfﬁcmﬂnoﬂm- “way, I T aFg
1973, .the _Russians. have .generally ~ American publishers have issied lim- 1

made -good on their promised pay--* jted quantities 0f Séviet technicaland i

‘ments to American authors and-pub-- ‘scientific titles:“Wiléy has published

“lishers.. - e 14 Soviet: books since about 1976 and .

. “Prior to joining the convention,
American authors could go to Russia
and buy vodka and maybe a sable;”
'Mr. Orr said. “Now they are paid inA:--
mericandollars.” - - - .o
Completely Different System ... .
Some American publishers think :
the Russians agree to pay too little, .
but others chalk it up to the cost of
doing business with the Soviet Union.
“It’s a completely different system
from the rest of the world, but either
You accept that as being their system
"or you don’t do business with them,”
_said Lauren Fransen, manager of for-

" belong to the

P

Prentice-Hall has co-published two
scientific books with Mir and is inter-
ested in doing up to 10 others. Mir

. TOVil 801 .
{ in_May, the Soviet U enced..
a former fund worker:-!

to_two vears in a aborcam%an |
ternal e i

fund

sends the completed manuscript in
English to Prentice-Hall for review, !

Prentice-Hall edits the manuscript ' -
and returns it to Mir, and the Soviet . &

company sets the type and
the book. Then it ships hed=
copies, bearing a joint Mir-Prentite;*.
Hall imprint, back'to the ‘Unifi
Statg. Mr. Albert 2ssaid that the <
are 20 percent t0 25 percent ch S
thantheywmﬂdbeifpﬁntedhemg‘&,i
A number of countries still doJot7?
e ight conventign;
but the major holdout is China, ‘whiicl <
buys editions of American books in':

publishes.

. English and publishes them withgut™

- copyright for the United
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paying royalties. “They're in the pros |
cess of developing a copyright law, af :
which time they'll decide whether to -
join the ight convention,” said !
-Waldo Moore, associate register of. !
States Copy-
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gested that Mr. Repin had beerr
broken under mterrogag’on,alsowen;
, Eut the technical and scientifio
publishers consider their relationship -
with the Soviet Union beneficial. ““It’s
led to better relations among us,” Mr"
Orr said, “‘a substantial number .of
titles are being published, and the
Soviets, by joining the copyright con;
‘vention, have acknowledged that fory
eign books are-the products of their
JAndividualauthors.”, =~ - o -
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